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To Litur. GEN. BURGOYNE. 
Bf 97s 1 0 8 | 
Y Cosdad, face your return from America, has engaged the 


public Attention, and in ſome reſpects, the public Animadve ſion. 
| Men of Honour, in general, were at a loſs to comprehend upon 
what Principle you could, juſtify your Abſence from your captive Army, 
whoſe Calamities they conſidered it as your Duty to ſhare; and the Genile- 
men, of your own Profeſſion, knew not how io reconcile your ſtay in this 
Country, after you had received an Order from your Sovereign to returti to 
America, with thoſe Principles of Military Obedience which a long courſe 
of Service ſhould have taught you fully to comprehend, and an exalted Rank 
in the Army forcibly to feel. 

Your Enemies were violent in their Cenſures; the Public did not heſitate 
to pronounce your Condemnation z and even your Friends appeared weak in 
their wiſhes to vindicate you, and'certaioly were awkward in their Attempts. 

Your Speeches in Parliament had contributed but little to reſtore your 
Fame, But Men of Liberality felt for your Misfortunes, and were willing 
to hope, that the Importance of that Aſſembly, the awe which it is apt to 
inſpire, and perkaps,. your Talents not exactly fitted to parliamentary De- 
bate, were hitherto the Cauſes why every public Attempt to juſtify yourſelf 
had been attended with inconfiderable Succeſs You have now affixed your 
Name to a formal Vindication of your Meaſures; not a few incoherent Sen- 
tences provoked from you by illiberal Reproach ; pronounced under the awe 
of a public Aſſembly ; delivered under the Agitation which unqualified Cen- 
ſures upon Military Honour muſt neceſſarily occaſion in every Military 
Mind ;—but a deliberate: Recital of your Proceedings; a cool Avowal of 
your Motives; and a ſtudied - Juſtification of your Conduct. 

This Pablieation will find the World very favourably diſpoſed to liſten to 
every Argument which you can advance in your own Behalf. You are 
known to be a brave, and you are now an unfortunate Man. Courage is 
the Quality we are moſt apt to admire; and a brave Man in diſtreſs is an 
intereiting Spectacle. You bave renounced ſplendid Rank and ſumptuous 
Opulence; and have retired into the Competence ot à private Gentleman, 
This Meafure mult diſarm Reſentment; for whatever may be the Opinion 
ol your Errors, you have expiated them by the Ssctifice you have petform- 
ed; and have yourſelf made an Atonement, in che Opinion of your molt 
determined Adveiſaries, equal at leaſt to your Guile. | 

The manner in which you mention yourſelf, and which, as if meant to 
leave the molt forcible Impreſſion, forms the Concluſion of your Addreſs, is 
certainly adapted, not only to diſarm Reſentment, but to excite Compaſ- 
hon.————* My Ambition is dead; my Occupation is gone; the humble 
Arrangements of my new State ate made; and my whole Proſpects or hopes 
an this Side of the Grave concenter in the Preſervation of my Friendthips, 
and the Tranquility of my Conſcience.” Thoſe who are not Staan- 
gers to delicate Senfibility, find in this pathetic Repreſentation, no imaginary 
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Diſtreſs. Ambition does not willingly” renounce her Projects; Affluenee re- 


luctantly gives way to Penuiy; and Rank and Power are not eaſily reſigned. 


The Mind, accuſtomed to the buſy Porſuit of Honours, is too reſtleſs tor 
the calm Enjoyments of Friendſhip ; ill ſuit the humble Arrangements of 
narrow, Competence, where boundleſs Profufion has rendered every Gratifica- 
tion a Habit; & however comfortable the Shelter which Conſcience may aftord, 
we are apt to conſider it as the unwilling Refuge of Diſappointment & Deſpair. 
Such, however, is the Condition to which you have ſubjected yourſelf. 
Will you pardon me, Sir, if I endeavoured to prove to you that the Fault is 
your own? I feel for your Condition, and I would not wantonly inſult 
your Diſtreſs. J conſider you as a brave, honourable, but imprudent Man; 
and moſt an Enemy to yourſelf. I will endeavour to obſerve that Reſpect 
which is due to you as a Gentleman; and Misfortune, which renders you 
ſacred in my Mind, gives you a Claim to tenderneſs, as an unſucceſsful Man. 
As it is your Conduct fince your Arrival from America that will become 
the Subject of this Addreſs, and is in Fact the Subject of your Addreſs to 
your Conſtituents, it would be foreign to the preſent Purpoſe to enter into a 
Diſcuſſion of your Conduct during your Command there. Without giving 
any Opinion upon your Military Judgment, permit me, however, to pay 
that Tribute which I conceive to be juſtly due to you. You manifeſted the 
greateſt Zeal for the Cauſe of your Country; the moſt unwearied Aſſiduity 
in promoting her Service; the moſt determined Bravery in fighting her Bat- 
tles. While you became an Example to your Army which challenged their 
Reſpect, you won their Affection by ſharing every Difficulty and Danger in 
common with the Troops. Theſe are the unanimous Sentiments of thoſe 
who ſerved under you; and they remain neither queſtioned nor contradicted, 
AFTER your ſurrender to the American Army, in your private Letter 
to the Secretary of State you expreſſed your Confidence in the Juſtice of 
ihe King and his Councils to ſupport the General they had thought proper 
to appoint to as arduous an Undertaking, and under as poſitive a Direction, 
as a Cabinet ever framed.” It is not difficult to trace up to theſe Words the 
firſt cauſe of difference betwixt you and the American Secretary of State. 
Senlible of having loſt an Army; of having depreſſed the hopes of your Coun- 
try; of having elated the Spiric of her Enemies; of having terminated a 
Career moſt brilliant in its Commencement by a very fatal Diſaſter; you an- 
ticipated in your own Mind the national Effect, and employed your Thoughts 
towards your own Juſtification, You naturally had recourſe to your orders; 
and there you found, or you pretended to find, as poſitive a Direction as any 
Cabinet ever framed. It you could perſuade the World of this, the Inference 


you imagined would then follow, that you was to move forward at a/l events; | 
that you had done your Duty by urging on a ſtraight Courſe, and conſequent- 


ly they alone mutt be criminal, who, ignorant of the Face of the Country, 
and deficient in Information with regard to the Diſpoſition of its Inhabitants, 
gave you x pine Diredtian which you could not avoid obeying, though 


your Obedience muſt neceſſarily involve yourſelf and your Army in ine xtri- 4 


cable Ruin, Where an implicit Obedience was the only Part you had to 


obſerve, you could not be cenſured for want of Prudence; nor could you be 
blamed for want of judgment, where you was precluded by your Orders from 


making any Exerciſe of it, 


| In this Letter you therefore fairly joined Iſſue with the Cabinet upon the 
Senſe of your Inſtructions. You did not attempt to ſay, that Difficulties had | 


ariſen too great for kunun Y alqur ta overcome, too diſtant for human Judg- 


ment 


„ 


ment to foreſee ; but you gave them to underſtand, that if you had been raſn 
and imprudent, it was becauſe their Orders compelled you to Raſhneſs and 


' Imprudence. 


What may really be the Nature of your Orders I will not pretend to de- 
termine. Nor indeed is it neceſſary at preſent. If we admit them to be ag 
piſitive as a Cabinet ever framed, ſtill you will not be juſtifiable, if you ap- 
peat to have acted with Imprudence, and contrary to the Suggeſtions of Rea- 
ſon and Experience. The Inſtructions of an Officer can never be ſo under- 
ſtood by him as to imply Abſurdity; nor can. his Command be fo conſtrued 
as to have Defeat for its Purpoſe. This Doctrine holds good in general, Let 
us apply it to your particular Caſe. the | a 

| Yon was appointed to the Command of an Army equal to the moſt ardy- 
ous Attempt. Your Troops wer? healthy and well diſciplined; your Offi- 
cers of approved Courage, and diſtinguiſhed Reputation. As in all Proba- 
bility the Enemy woüld truſt much to the Strength of their Poſts, you was 
furniſhed with the beſt Train of Artillery that was, perhaps, ever allotted to 
ſecond the Operations of ſuch an Army as yours, It was hoped, by thoſe 
who had planned the Expedition, that the moſt deciſive Advantage would 
attend the firſt Efforts of ſo powerful a Force, Expectations were formed 
that your Succeſs in your out-ſet would have very beneficial Effects upon the 
Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants; and that Canada itſelf would furniſh you 
wirh a numerous Militja acquainted with the Situation and Strength of the 
Country, It was judged probable, that thoſe who might be inclined to reſiſt 
would diſperſe at your approach; while every new Succeſs would add conſi- 
derably w your Numbers, by inducing the Friends of Government to declare 
themſelves, when they beheld a Force in which they might place Confidence. 

Nor do theſe hopes appear to have been altogether ill founded, —You ſet 
out upon your Expedition with zeal, and victory for a Time feemed to at- 
tend your progreſs. Ticonderago, which the Enemy had fortified at immenſe 
labour and expence, was evacuated upon your appearance before it; the At- 
tillery, amounting to 128 Pieces, fell into your hands; and the Rebel Army 
was intirely diſperſed. 'Your good fortune ſeemed daily to increaſe; and in 
every conflict with the Enemy your Troops had the Advantage, Notwith- 
ſtanding their fuperioricy of Numbers, and ſtrength of Situation, General 
Fraſer defeated a conſiderable Body of their Forces, under Colonel Francis, 
one of the braveſt of their Officers, Colonel Hill, after an Attack of three 
Hours, repulſed a Corps of the Enemy amounting to fix Times the Number 
of his own Detachment.—-Your Army elated with its ſucceſs, fought with the 
confidence of Men who deemed themſelves invincible; and the Enemy fled 
on all ſides diſcomfited, diſpitited, and diſmayed. | 00 ARES 

Such, at one Time, was your Situation. It ſuddenly changed; and 
(from wat Circumſtances, it would be inconſiſtent with the preſent purpoſe 
to inquire) was ſoon intirely reverſed, You diſpatched Lieutenant-Colone! 
Baum with 500 Men to gain Poſſeſſion of a Magazine at Bennington, where' 
the Enemy was ſuppoſed to have made a large depoſit of various Neceſſaries. 
Colonel Breyman's Corps was poſted at Batten kill to ſupport Colonel Baum, 
if it ſhould prove neceſſary. Colonel Baum, upon a near approach, having 
received Intelligence of the Numbers of the Enemy, who were too ſtrong ta 
be attacked by his Force with any proſpect of ſucceſs, diſpatched an Expreſs 
to yau with an Account of his Situation, You gave orders to Colonel Brey- 
men to march forward, and reinforce Colonel Raum. Before, however, the 
latter could be joined, the Enemy attacked him in his Poſt, and alter a brave 
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Defence, the Colonel himſelf was wounded, and his whole Party made Pri- 

ſoners; On the Evening of this fatal Day, Colonel Bremen arrived upon the 
Spot, where, in the Morning, Colonel Baum had been defeated. His 

Troops, wearied by a toilſome March, and diſtreſſed at the Diſappointi;:ept, 

were immediately atcacked by the Enemy, and after a gallant Refinance 

were 1 to retreat, leaving two Pieces of Artillery upon the Field. Your, 
Am; had now loſt near 800 Men; and it will be readily conceived, how 

much thele Deleats contributed to infpirit the Enemy. In fact, they were 

_ aſſembling from all Fart: ; the whole Country, ſo fat from aſſiſting, was 
riſing up in arms againſt you, and difficulties were erouding upon you no leſs 
form+dahie than numerous. You began to fee} the want of Provifions ; the. 
Roads were broken up; the face of the Country was interſefted with Creeks, . 
and covered with large Timber Trees, which the Enemy bad cut down-to 
obſtruct your March; yov was made ferſible that every inch of ground would 
be diiputed : end vet, iniftead of providing for your Retreat, and accommo- | 
dang you: Meaſures, to your Situ-tior, you thought fit o croſs the Hudſon's 

River, ip order to Force y:ur way to Al; Had you, at this Time, or 

could vou have, in reaſon, any hopes of ſucceeding in the Attempt? e- 

lancholy experience had convinced you, that the preſumed Circumſtances 
upon which che Plan bad been formed in England, and which were eſſential 
to its ſucceis, ha? no longer any Foundation. Before you croſſed the Hud- 

ſon's River, vou ſhould have conſidered with yourſelf, whether, if your Si- 

tuation at that! Time could have been made known to the Cabinet which, 
frame d your orders, a Man could be found in that Body who would till, 
command you to proceed. Either you ſoreſaw the difficulties that were pre- 
| Paring for you, or. you was ignorant of the true State of your Situation. If 
the latter were the caſe, your judgment cannot remain unimpeached. If, on 

the contrary, you had eſtimated them julily, however poſitive might be your 

Ocgers, and whatever might be your ideas of criminality in diſobeying them, 
your regard for your Country ſhould have taught you to diſregard every per- 

ſonal conſideration, and you ſhould have endeavoured to promote her true 

intereſt, careleſs of what blame might fall upon you, or to whoſe reſentment 

| you might be expoſed. The moſt eminent and illuſtrious Characters have 

not heſitated in Cafes of public neceſſity, to violate the Laws of the Land, 

when evidently conducive to the public benefit, and have truſted to the gene- 

roſity of their Countrymen to indemnify them againſt the Conſequences. The 

ſuppoſition which you make, that © your Army was meant to be hazarded, 

perhaps circumſtances might require it ſhould be devoted,” is too romantic 

tor ſerious conſideration. Such reaſoning might become the Captain of a 
Fire Ship, or the Leader of a forlorn r but that it can apply to an 

Army of 10,000 Men, under any ciicumſtances, is ratker improbable ; that 
it could, in our Situation, was abſolutely impoſſible. 

T apprehend thele concluſions to be evident, That no orders can, in their 
nature, be ſo poſitive as not to leave ſome diſcretion in the Commander ap- 
pointed io carry them in execution—Your ſituation required that you ſhould 
employ that diſcretion—and further, If any orders could be ſo poſitive, that 
to act in contradiftion to them, however great the inducement, would ſub- 
ject the Commander to puniſhment, it was your duty to have incurred this 
riſk —Bat I will proceed to what more immediately concerns your Conduct 
in this Country, | 5 

You complain very bitterly of the Court etiquette, invented, you alledge, 


vpon your occaſion, which excluded you from the Royal Preſence. The 
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« Foundation of it in precedent,” I confeſs with you I am unacquainted with ; 
but the Foundation of it © in reaſon” I perceive clearly. Where an Officer 
labours under « Suſpicion of Miſconduct, and it is thought neceſſary he ſhall 
be tried by a Court Martial, it is fit that that Officer mould be excluded from 
the only Place where he can defeat the courſe of Juſtice, by intereſting Huma- 
nity and Compaſſion in his behalf; where, by an Addreſs to the Paſſions of 
his Sovereign, he may elude the purſuit of his Country, and arm that prero- 
gative in his favour, which, when properly exerciſed, becomes the moſt ami- 
able interpoſition of the Crown. On the other hand, no bad Conſequences 
can happen to him from a temporary excluſion from the Royal Preſence. The 
Sentence of a' Court Martial will determine faithfully upon his merits, and 
reſtore him to honour, or doom him to diſgrace. The Voice of his Profeſſion, 
if heard in his favour, will call him to the Poſſeſſion of every ſuſpended Pri- 
vilege; and with ſuch'a Deciſion upon his Side, he cannot be diſhonoured 
by the Royal Frowns; and if admited to the Royal Favour, even in the 
Preſence of Sovereignty, he may feel himſelf ennobled, 7 

But we are given to underſtand, that the true Reafon of the Order you re- 
ceived not to appear at Court, was an Apprehenfion upon the Part of the 
American Secretary, that you might lay before your Sovereign what Informa- 
tion you was poſleſſed of, and which would have proved very different from 
the Ideas which it is now known were at that Time prevalent in the govern · 
ing Councils of this Kingdom.” By this Mode of accounting for it, you 
bring a Charge againſt the American Secretary of endeavouring to withhold 
from his Sovereign uſeful and neceſſary Information. - This Charge, it muſt 
be obſerved, reſts merely upon your own authority; and when we confider 
that you are a Party concerned; that your feclings appear to be unuſually ir- 
ritated, and your Reſentment warm; your Authority cannot have that weight 
2 the preſeat Occaſion, which upon all other occaſions it is juſtly en - 
titied to. 

But the Candid and the Senſible will examine this Charge as if brought by 
an indifferent Perſon, and aſcertain how far it could be the Intereſt of the 
American Secretary to obſerve ſuch a Conduct; and if he wiſhed to ſuppreſs 
your Information, whether he took the means molt probable to attain that 

nd. By admitting you to the Royal Preſence, your Information, it is true, 
would be immediately told in the Royal Ear; and however unfavourable to 
the prevailing Syſtem, few are ſo ignbrant of the Arts of a Court, and the 
perſuafive eloquence of a Miniſter, as not to know that it was eaſy to have 
confined your Information to that Place, and to have ſuppreſſed it with re- 
gard to the Public at large. On the contrary, by adopting a Meaſure which 
he knew would prove an offenſive one to you, he drove you into the Arms 
of a powerful and adverſe Party; he provoked you to publiſh your Infotma - 
tion in your Place in Parliament, and he could not imagine that your Facts 
would be weakened, or your Manner of expreſling them ſoftened by the 
Treatment you had received, The only chance of ſuppreſſing your Informa- 
tion, or of counteraQing the Effect which you ſuppole it would have had, 
an interference with the prevailing Syſtem, was by uſhering you into the 
Royal Preſence; the ſure Method of publiſhing it to the Nation, was by 
ſhutting againſt you the Door of admiſſion, This Charge does not, there- 
. appear to have any foundation in truth; and certainly, it has none in 
reaſon, 

You next charge the Secretary of State with © inſidiouſneſs,” for having 
received you with apparent Kindneſs; for having heard you attentively 
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through a Report all the Tranſactions ſubſequent to the Convention of Sara- 
toga, and foi having led you to a confidential Communication of Facts, Ob- 
ſervations, and Opinions reſpecting very important Objects. The Futility 
of this Charge muſt appear evident to evety one. Whatever might have 
been the Conduct of the American Secretary towards you, as his Majeſty's 
confidential Servant, and holding a Place of Reſponfibility, he had a right 
to the molt unrelerved Communication upon your Part with regard to the 
command upon which you had been employed. To have withheld from 
him “ Information reſpecting important Objects,“ from an Idea of perſonal 
Ill-trearment, would have been as much an act of Treachery to the Nation, 
as it, in the Moment of Succeis, you had delivered up your Sword to the 
Enemy. | | | 
Vou had expreſſed your defire to be tried by a Court Martial, and your 
Cale was referred to a Board of General Officers. They repreſented to hi 
Majeſty, that they did not think “ you could be brought to a Court Mardal 
ſo long as you ſhould continue engaged, upon due Notice, to re-deliver yaur- 
ſelf up to the Congreſs,” Yet in ſpite of this Opinion delivered by Men of 
Hoenour—by profeſſional Men, upon a profeſſional Point—you ſti} continue 
to be urgent for a Court Martial, and complain of Oppreſſion becauſe it is 
denied you, I will prove, that to have granted it to you would have been 
. Folly and Injuſtice, and that the Gentlemen of your Profeſſion, to whoſe 
N you object, have been guided by Principles of Reafon and 

quity. 2 

Thoſe who ſerved under you, and who were Witneſſes to your Conduct, are 
at this Time Priſoners in America. What method could be purſued to bring 
them before a Court Martial, and how could your Conduct have been fully 
examined, and impartially tried, without the Preſence of thoſe whoſe 'Teſtt« 
mony was material to the Enquiry? Any Deciſion, therefore, mult have 
been made upon a very partial and confined Body of Evidence. Ia caſe 
the Court Martial had found you guilty in the greateſt, or, in any Degree, 
how could they have proceeded to pronounce Sentence, or to inflict Puniſh- 
ment? Your Life they could not condemn you to loſe, for that belonged 
to your Enemies; they could not diſmiſs you the Service, becauſe you was 
a Priſoner of War taken in a Military Capacity, and as ſuch muſt be ex- 
changed upon the Cartel; they could not degrade you, becauſe the Ameri- 
cans had à right to receive in exchange for you an Officer of Rank equal to 
that which you poſſeſſed at the Time that you ſurrendered up your Arms. 
It is therefore very clear, that a Trial under theſe Circumſtances would have 
been a mockery of Juſtice; a Trial without Evidence; a Condemnation 
without Puniſhment; a Violation of the Rules af War; and a very grofs 
Infringement of the Law of Nations. FEED a 
Vour ſtay in this Country anſwering therefore no effectual Purpoſe, the 
Secretary at War ſignified to you, that“ his Majeſty judging your Preſence 
material to the Troops detained Prifoners in New England under the Con- 
vention of Saratoga, he wiſhed you to repair to Boſton as ſoon. as your 
Health ſhould be reftored.” You had before uſed the Freedom of differing 
from the Judgment of the Board of General Officers, and you now preſum - 
ed to ſet up your Opinion in Oppoſition to that of your Royal Maſter. In 
your Letter to Lotd Barrington you expreſs, that “ the Purpoſes intimated 
for your preſent Attendance in America would be very different from Ser- 
vices.” That I may not violate that Reſpect which I feel tor Majeſty, I 
will not be fo arrogant as to enquire upon what Grounds, it is probable that 
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the Roya] Judgment was formed; but I will take the Liberty to examine 
what would moſt naturally occur to a Subject of plain common Senſe upon 
a like Occaſion. 

You had entered into a Convention witk che American General, in Conſe- 
quence of which the Army you commanded ſurrendered Priſoners under Con- 
ditions expreſſed in that Convention, It was not improbable that Difficulties 
might ariſe in the Execution of the Treaty; and who was ſo ht to obviate 
thoſe Difficulties as the Commander by whoſe Authority it was made? Hig 
Situation would naturally give him more Weight with the Enemy than any 
other Man. While his Rank would ſecure him Reſpect, the Conſideration 
that he was called to that Rank from an Opinion of his Abilities, would give 
Hope to his Troops, and Confidence to his Country. The captive ſoldiery 
expoſed to every Enticement from the Service which an unprincipled and 
iofiduous Foe couid practiſe upon diſappointed and diſtreſſed Mes, would 
neceſſarily require the higheſt Influence to fortify them in their Duty. The 
zealous Attachment of Troops io their Commander is known to increaſe, 
when they have been expoſed to one common Danger. They look up to 
him as their unfortuate Friend ; and, inſtead of that Envy which is apt to 
attend the Ppoſperous, there prevails a mutual Sympathy, a kind Condolence, 
Reſpect founded on Eſteem, Affection heightened by Diſtteſs. Such would 
have been the Diſpoſition of your Army towards you. Your Preſence would 
have kept them united; in your Abſence they have been diſperſed The 
Enemy by a flagitious Violation of the Treaty detained them in Captivity ; 
they ſtruggled long with Hardſhip and Diſtreſs; but at length their Conſtancy 
was ſhaken; their Fortitude overcome; ſome diſperſed over the Country; 
ſome entered into the Enemy's Service, and your once powerful Army is now 
waſted away. 

The Neceſſity for your Return muſt, I think, by this Time have very fully 
appeared, But even if no ſuch Neceſſity had exited, you received Orders 
to return; and if Obedience to the Orders of that Sovereign, whoſe Com- 
miſſion you bear, and to whoſe Bounty you are ſo much indebied, can be 
juſtified in « Military Light, I confeſs I am ignorant of the Mode of Juftiti- 
cation. You attempt to prove that the Order was conditional, and the Con- 
dition depending upon your own Judgment. Tt is true, your Orders were 
to proceed to Bolton as ſoon as it could be done without any material Riſk to 
your Health. They who have aſſociated with you in piivaie, who have 
ſeen and heard you in public, will determine whether you was not in a Cu- 
dition to obey even the Teuer, much more the Parport of this Order. Bat, 
beſides the Perſuaſion which you entertained, that “ to expoſe your Conti. 
tution to the next American Winter was in all Probability to doom yan to 
the Grave,” you zfſiga another Reaſon for not returning to America, “ Your 
Army (vou inform Lo:d Barrington) attached to you by a Series of. Misfor- 
tunes and Conflicts ſuſtained in common, would not find material Conſ-jztion 
from your Recurn in Dilgrace,” Your Diſgrace would at any Kate, become 
known to your Troops, and as you conhidered that this might Cauſe Diſſatis. 


faction, or exciie Reſentmeat, it was more incumbent upon you, by your 


Preſence, to have prevented your particular Wrong from operatiog to the 
Detriment of your Country, and to have given their Affection for you, the 
Effect of an Attachment to their Duty. 

When you tell us “ that you intended to fight your own Regiment in Caſe 
of an Invalion,” I imagine ſoch Conduct would have been entirely inen: 
filteat with your preſent Siturtion. You applied to the Congreſs for Pe. K 
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ſion to return to this Country, that you might repreſent the Situation of your 
Army, and vindicate your own Character. Permiſſion was granted to you, 
in order that you might accompliſh the Purpoſes which your Application ex- 
preſſed. But ſurely the Congreſs did not mean that you ſhould have Liberty 
to fight againſt their Friends and Allies, for it would have been madneſs, or 
inſnlt in them, to have granted your Enlargement for ſuch a Purpoſe. They 
gave Freedom to your Tongue in the Senate, but not“ Liberty to your Arm 
in the Field ;” and it would have been neither honourable in you to have 
drawh your Sword, nor in this Country to have accepted of your Services. 
In your ſecond Letter addreſſed to Mr Jenkinſon, © you appreheud that 
if you are not liable to be tried for a breach of the Orders you received, 
you are not ſubject to the Orders themſelves.” This Propofition in entirely 
falſe, Youcannot undergo a Trial, becauſe your Condemnation might inter- 
fere with the Rights of our Enemies—Rights founded upon the Law of Na- 
tions; — but while you are within the juriſdiction of the Crown, you are bound 
to Military Obedience, fo far as it does not militate againſt the law of Na- 
tions, and to civil obedience in conformity to the law of the Land,—-There 
is a Degree of abſardity, when you talk of being willing to undergo a Trial 
for this imputed diſobedience, at the ſame Time that you are told you cannot 
be tried for any offence by a Court Martial while your Perſon remains ſub- 
ject to the will of the Congreſs, 

The report of the Board of General Officers you apprehend to be erroneous, 
and the ſubſequent Appointment of other Gentlemen, exactly in your cir- 
cumſtances, to Military Employments, ſubject to orders, and accountable for 
the breach of them, is one of your Reaſons tor conceiving that the King's Ad- 
—_ do not differ from you in opinion, that the general Officers were miſ- 
taken. 

One of the Gentlemen to whom you allude, if I miſtake not, is the pre- 
ſent Earl of Harrington; but ſo far from being exa&!y in your Circumſlances, 
he ſtands in « very different Situation. 

Notwithſtanding that the Convention of Saratoga had been faithfully ful- 
filled upon our Part, the Congrels refuſed to ratify it, alledging, that we had 
violated the Conditions. We denied the Charge; the Congreſs perſiſted, 
and detained our Troops in Captivity. This being a Diſpute betwixt two 
Nations at War with each other, and which no earthly Tribunal is com- 
petent to determine, each Nation, ,as far as it has the means in its own 
Hands, will endeavour to do Juſtice to itſelf. The Congreſs, under this 
Idea, detain our Troops: and under the ſame Idea, we confider every Man 
| of that Army, whom we can recover from the Americans, as treed from the 
Condition in the Treaty, not to ſerve in America during the War. Lord 
Harrington returned to this Country under the Stipulation of that Treaty ; 
but you, Sir, bound yourſelf by an Expreſs and diſtin Engagement to the 
Congreſs; you gave them your Parole of Honour, that you would return to 
America whenever they ſhould require you, upon their giving you due No- 
tice, When a conditional Contract is entered into betwixt Individuals, if a 
Queſtion ſhould ariſe how far the Condition be fulfilled, the municipal Laws 
will determine the Doubt. If the Contract be unconditional in its Nature, 
and one Party do not fulfill it, this will not juſtify a Breach of it in the other; 
he is to obſerve it as far as depends upon him, and to apply to the Juſtice of 
his Country to redreſs the Wrong he has received, If it were poſſible to ob- 
ſerve this Conduct in the Differences betwixt Nations, this Country would 
not be juſlif able in detaiaing, after a Demand upon the Part of the Coons 
| tnote 
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thoſe Officers who were their Priſoners under the Convention of Saratoga; 
but as this is impracticable, the Neceſhty of the Cafe becomes our Juſtifca- 
tion. But notwithſtanding the Injuſtice done to us, we muſt confine our Re- 
taliation within the very Line of the Injury received; for if, under a Pretence 
of its being a Part of this Tranſaction, we were to detain Officers who have 
come under ſeparate Engagements, public Faith, now hurt it is true, would 
then be wounded mortally ; mutual Confidence would ceaſe ; and to the hu- 
mane Manner in which War is now conducted, would ſucceed a Scene of 
Sleughter, Maſſacre, and Aſſaſſination Upon theſe Principles your En- 
gagement to the Congreſs muſt be conſidered as binding; and, therefore, 
your Caſe differs from that of the Gentlemen to whom you allude, who are 


no longer within the Power of the Congreſs. 


In the Account which you are pleaſed to render to your Conſtituents of 
your Conduct in Parliament ſince your Return from America, we find ſome 
Improbabilities, and ſome Contradictions. He muſt indeed be ignorant of 
public Life, and unacquainted with humen Frailty, who can ſuppoſe that in 
deſpite of © Severity, Ingratitude, and Injuſtice,” a Man in a public Sta- 
tion will continue to ſupport with his Influence, thoſe who have treated him 
4% ſeverely, ungratefully, and unjuſtly,” and that ſtubborn in Principle, he 
will alike be Proof againſt Favour and Enmity. The Hiſtory of the preſent 
Time makes it particularly difficult to advance ſach a Propoſition with any 
Proſpect of Belief, Wherever we turn our Conſideration, political apoſtates 
preſent themſelves, who once haraggued with courtly Eloquence; who now 
deelaim with patrivtic Zeal ; and the Moment of whoſe Converſion can be 
preciſely aſcertained, by the particular Favour which they were refuled, 
The Courtier denied the ducal Coronet, aſcends the T:ibunal, and wooes 
Liberty in the Forum The rugged Patriot throws aſide the Lion's fierce- 
neſs, and ſoftens into the ſupple Spaniel, whenever the Hand of Power 
ſeems extended to careſs him — When you enveigh againſt his Conduct, 
% who could act at the preſent Moment againſt Men in public Stations upon 
any Reſentments unconnected with public V*rongs ; we admire the Morali- 
ty of the Sentiment, and only lament that it ſhould be ſo little oblerved, 

That your Oppcfition has been the Cauſe, and not the Conſequence of 
your Ill-treatment,” appears to be a Contradiction, from the Nature of your 
own Account. The firſt Injury you received was yeur Excluſion from the Royal 
Preſence, which happened immediately to you upon your Arrival in England ; 
this appears to have been the Origin of the ſuppoſed I!I-treatment; your 
Oppoſition was /u4/zquent to this Meaſure, and therefore it is impoſſible that 
your Oppoſition can have been the Cau/e of your Ill-treatment. FEW 

Such is nearly the Subſtance of what you have advanced in Juſtification of 
your Conduct. But, as it you entertained a Fear that Argument might 
prove inſufficient to your Exculpation, you have had Recourſe to bitter Re- 


cCrimination, and acrimonious Invective. Judging the Situation in which 


you have been placed favourable to the Proſpect, you take a View of the 
political Horizon, and creud into your narrow Canvas the whole Extent of 
its Range. Poſitive and preciſe as the Oracle of Delphos, you pronounce 
upon the Plans and Principles of Miniſters; upon the Wrongs of injured 
Merit ; -upon the dreadful Situation of public Aﬀairs. The State of this 
Country cannot offurd the ſmallef Cauntenance to an Opinion of Integrity and 
Capacity in Adminiftration—1T ſaw a fyematical Deſign of wilifying and diſ- 
grating every Officer whom theſe Miniſters had ever employed by Sea or Land. 
The Ruin of Officers for m: the whole of their Military Syſtem mT heir poli- 
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tical Plan is to impoſe upon the Nation. — They exift by bringing forth a Sut- 
ceſſion of Deceits. Pardon me, Sir, when I aſſure you, that ſuch Lan- 
guage from a Man in your Situation is improper and indecent. Whatever 
may have been the Conduct of Miniſters, you ſtand alike with them before 
the Tribunal of the Public, and it is not by an Accuſation of others that 
you will be permitted to juſtify yourſelf. If you tell us that it is the Privi- 
lege of Anger to rail, we will agree with you, that it is a Privilege which 
Anger too frequently aſſumes; but if you mean ſeriouſly to bring forward 
theſe Charges, you muſt ſupport them with other Evidence than your own. 

Whether it be true, as you aflert, that the ruin of Officers forms the 
whole of the Military Syſtem of the preſent Miniſters, I will not at preſent 
inquire, If ſuch be, 1eally, their views, we have to regret that the Conduct 
of the Officers whom they have employed has been ſo favourable to their 
Plan; and in this Inſtance at leaſt you will not charge them with © incapa- 
city,” where they have ſhewn ſo great a Knowledge of Character, and have 
ſo judiciouſly ſelected fit Inſtruments, for their Plot. While we feel for 
theſe injured Officers, we alſo lament the change which Time has brought 
about. This Country bas ſeen Commanders whom Miniſters, in vain, would 
have laboured to Diſgrace; whom it was not in the Power of Calumny, to 
defame; whom it was not within the reach of Malice, to hurt. When 
their Enemies atterapted to revile them, the ſolemu Exhibition of their Spoils 
gave Shame to the Lic; and the-proudeſt Veſlels of France riding in every 

ort of the Kingdom, were the Vouchers to which they reterred us, and 
the Teſtimony they produced. Initead of depending for their Luſtre upon 
Miniſters, they reflected Glory upon Adminiſtration, Ir is only the negli - 
gent, inactive, unenterprizing Commander, whoſe Reputation is in the Pow- 
er of the Miniſter—the Man whoſe progreſs is impeded by every trifling Ob- 
ſtacle—whoſe Ardour is reprefled by the Appearance of Oppolition—who, 
after a weak, languid, indeciſive Engagement, toils through a dull Gazette 
to eſtabliſh dubious Advantage, and equivocal Succeſs, The truly great 
Commander reſts not upon ſuch uncertain Grounds. He lays in a Stock of 
Repntation which a Legion of Pilferers may labour in vain to diminiſh ; and 
ſecure in the Opinion of his Country, he ſets at Defiance both the inſidious 
Whiſper, and the profeſſed Attack, | 

As far, however, as it is poſſible for you, to produce any good Effect by 
bringing ſuch a charge againſt Miniſters, I ſincerely wiſh that Effect may be 
produced. Inſtead of weakening the public Confidence in the Miniſters who 
have the Direction of public Affairs, and to whom Confidence is moſt eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary, may it ſtimulate the Officers whom they employ to Ef- 
forts worthy of themſelves! Let them proceed under the Jealouſy, that it 
may be the Intereſt of the Miniſter to calumniate them; let them be con- 
vinced that the Fzvour of the Nation can alone ſecure them againſt the In- 
trigues of the Court; and let them act under the Conviftion, that the ſureſt 
Method to conquer their Enemies in the Cabinet is, to conquer their Ene- 
mies in the Field. 

This Philippic, however happily adapted to Influence the weak, and gra- 
_ tify the violent, yon was aware would require ſome Explanation to Readers 
of a different Complexion. The Mob torra their Opinion of an Orator 
from the Strength of his Lungs, and the Muſcle of his Arm. Noiſy Voci- 
feration, and vehemept Gellure, paſs with them for the warmth of Convic- 
tion, and the Authority of Truth. But the Writer, whoſe Production is 


to appear in the Cabinets of the ſenſible, the candid, and the liberal, _ 
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that cool Contemplation will fit in Judgment upon its Deſerts. To theſe 
I ſhall conſider the following Explanation as addreſſed. At a Time when 
ſo little Credit is given to Principle in political Matters, it is probable I 
muy be told, that I have followed the Dictates of Party, and deluded by 
vain Expectations of Popularity, have ſacrificed myſelf to their Purſuits,” 
That you would be told this, was indeed probable, but it ſeems you are 
prepared to diſprove the Charge. My Friends, you ſay, will treat ſuch 
an Imputation with the ſame Contempt they do every other illiberal Cenſute.“ 
Allowing every thiog to the Faith of Friendſhip, we will proceed to the Ar- 
gument you Addreſs to thoſe, who not having the Honour of intimate Habits 


with you, may not feel equal Contempt for every probable Charge under 


which you may unfortunately Labour, © I have proved my Principle in 

litical Matters,” In what Manner ?—* I have proved it by attaching 
myfelf to Men who have no Object but to ſave their Country.” —This Ar- 
gument, if not of the molt convincing, is at leaſt of the moſt curious Na- 


ture. You fate out with ſtating, that owing to the Opinion of a general 


want of Principle in political Matters, you might not obtain credit for it ; 
but to obtain credit for it yourſelf, you very liberally give that credit to five 
hundred others, and expect the Public to keep pace with you in Genetoſity. 
The Man who but juſt now bad much Difficulty to believe that an Indivi- 
dual could be found of Principle in political Matters, is required to give 
Faith ig the Aſſertion, that Principle alone actuates a numerous political 
Party; and in order to induce our Belief of an improbable Circumſtance 
with regard to you, you tell us firſt to believe it of five hundred others ; as 
if Incredulity decreaſed, in Proportion as the improbgble Verges towards 
the marvellous, 

I confeſs, that were I an Elector of Preſton, I ſhould entertain ſtrong 
Doubts with regard to the Propriety of again electing you my Repreſentative 
in Parliament, under the Circumſtances of your preſent Situation, Attend- 
ance is the firſt Duty which a Repreſentative owes to his Conſtituents. At 
this perilous Time the Voice of every Member 15, or ought ta be, of weight 
in the general Councils. Yet, ſituated as you now are, you may not be able 
to give Attendance in Parliament, and during the whole of the next intereſt- 
ing Seſſions (intereRing doubtleſs it muſt be) the Town of Preſton may re- 
main, as far as concerns your Perſon, virtually unrepreſented, You will hold 
your Seat in Parliament at the will of the Congreſs. White you continue to 
do them ao Injury, they will, in all Probability, ſuffer you to remaig; but 
ſhould your Vote ever interſere with their Intereſt, there can be na Doubt, 
but they will immediately remove you from a Situation where you have it 
in your Power to do them harm, By the Conſtitution of this Country, no 
Man who holds a Per.fion can fit in Parliament, becauſe he is ſuppoſed to be 
under Influence in his Conduct; and, in my Opinion, the Repreſentative 
is as likely to be influenced who is dependent tor his Liberty upon the Con- 
greſs, as he who is dependent for a Penſion upon the Ciown. I am ſure 
the Spirit of the Conſtitution conſiders him as equally unfit to fit in Parlia- 
ment; and though there may be a greater Probability of the Penſioners Vote 
affecting the Meaſures of the Crown, yet this is counterbalanced by the ſu- 
periority of Influence upon the Part of the Congreſs, inaſmuch as Liberty is 
a greater Enjoyment than Property; as Imptiſonment is more dreadful than 
a mere Privation of Wealth; and as that Impriſonment wou!d come attended 
with Circumſtances of keen Diſtreſs; a Removal from his Friende, and a 
Tranſportation from his Country. Though you may have Fortitude to = 
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ſue the Line of Duty, every Man is not equally Hroog, The Precedent is 


is dangerous. In Matters which affect the Conſtitution ſo nearly, as the 
Election of Repreſentatives in Parliament, we muſt look beyond the preſent 


Moment. At a future Time, the ſame Mark of Diſtinction may be conſer- 


red upon one, who, under your Circumilances, will not pbſerve your Con- 
duct; who being equally unfortunate, will not be equally upright. 
J have now gone through. the Subſtance of your Letter; and after what 1 


have written, it would be ſuperfluous to add, how little 1 think it calculated 


to remove any Prejudices which your Conduct has occaſioned. - Vou will ob- 
ſerve, Sir, I have confined myſelf merely to an Examination of the Com- 
plaints which you make; and how far thoſe Complaints appear to be tound- 
ed, I ſhall not even now attempt to criminate you in the firit Degree. How 
far you may be impliedly Guilty, I leave to Implication to decide, Ii it be 
faid, that you have ated as every brave and gallant Officer would have done 
In a like Situation, I muſt requeſt your Attention for a few Minutes longer. 
Marcus ArTIIIus REGULUus was a General in the Roman Republic, 
Rome was then at war with Carthage. The Romans, under the Command 
of Regulus, had gained many Victories; and the Carthaginians, dejected by 
repeated Defeats, hired Mercenaries from Greece to aſſiſt their Cauſe. With 


| theſe there came Xantippus, who did not appear to have gained any Repu- 


tation iu the Armies of his own Country. His Diſcourſes ſoon attracted the 
Notice of the Carthaginians. He promiſed them Diſcipline and Victory; and 
by a Decree of che Senate, he was appointed to the ſupreme Command. He 
watched for a favourable Moment, and at length confidering it arrived, he 
determined to give Battle to the Roman Army. With this View, he took 
the Advantage of the Ground, and made the neceſſary Diſpoſicions.  Regu- 
lus, inclined to ſecond the Wiſh of Xantippus, drew up the Romans in 
array of Battle. In this Arrangement he is ſaid to have committed a mate- 
rial Error, Xantippus began the Attack, and in a ſhort Time the main Body 
where Regulus commanded was broken through, and the Roman Army put 
to flight. Regulus remained upon the Field with five hundred Men, where 


he was ſoon ſurrounded, and at length taken Priſoner. It was the firſt Time 


a Roman General had ever been taken alive in Battle by the Enemy. The 


Victors marched to Carthage; and Regulus followed. Here he long en- 


dured the Hardſhips of a rigorous Captivity. They gave bim but juſt Food 
enough to prolong his Miſeries; and to render Life unſupportable, they ex- 
poſed him to the public Scorn —Another Engagement ſoon after took Place, 
in which the Carthapginians loſt a conſiderable Number of Men. Among 
theſe were many illultrious Citizeas, whom the Romans made Priſoners. 
The Il fortune of the Carthaginians daily incteaſed. A ſecond Defeat hap 
pened ; another, and another ſtill ſucceeded; their beſt Officers were in the 
Hands of the Romans; and ihey ſent Regulus to Rome to negociate an Ex- 
change of Priſoners, or to treat of Peace. They truſted that the Miſeries 
which he had endured in the Dungeons of Carthage, would induce him to 
give his warmeſt Support o a Meafure that was to reſtore him to Rome and 
Liberty. Before he departed they gave him to underſtand, that if the Pro- 
poſals which they ordered him to make ſhould not be accepted, a Death of 
Torture 2waited upon his Return. When Regulus arrived in the Suburbs of 
Rome, it wes ſome Time before he would enter the Gates of the City. 17 
is contrary te Law, ſaid he, for a Foreigner, as I am, to enter within the 
alls of the City, My Misfortunes bade made me a Slave to the Cartbagini- 


275, The Senate at length aſlembled, and Regulus made the Propoſals — 
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which he was charged. The Modeſty with which he ſpoke expreſſed his 


Senſe of the low State to which he was fallen. When he had finiſhed, it 
was with Difficulty he could be prevsiled upon to remain in the Senate ; and 
only in Obedience to the repeated Orders of the Conſcript Fathers, that 
when it came to his turn, as a Member of that Auguſt Aﬀembly, he deli- 
vered his own Opinion, He ſpoke againſt the Propoſals which the Carthagi- 
nians had deputed him to make. The Senate determined to reject them; 
and now the Moment of Trial was come for Regulus, and for his Country. 
The Pontifex Maximus declared, that he might remain in Rome without 
incurring the Guilt of Perjury, His Wife and Children with Tears and La- 
mentations conjured him to ſtay; and the People joined in the Prayer. It 
was eaſier tor-a whole People to be treacherous, than for Regulus to be falſe, 
He knew tbe Puniſhment that awaited him at Carthage: But ſtern and in- 
flexible, he preferred his Duty to his Safety ; and his Countenance, which 
upon his Arrival expreſſed a thouſand mixed Emotions, was ſerene and ſettled 
at his Departure. Upon his Return to Carthage, he ſeemed to enter it in 
Triumph. It was in vain chat inventive Cruelty prepared the Torture. — 
He ſmiled at her Impotence; and the unhappy Chief, who had courted Vir- 

tue throughout Life, in Death, was not inconſtant to her. | 
LitEUTENANT GENERAL BURGOYNE was entruſted with the command 
of an Army deſtined to perform a material Service to the State, His Con- 
duct was marked by Zeal for the Expedition upon which he was employed; 
and wherever he met the Enemy he combated with Valour. Victory for a 
Time ſeemed to contend under his Standard ; but at length ſhe deferted him, 
and he was expoſed to the Malice of Fortune. The Enemy collected a 
Force greatly exceeding his in Numbers ; and he was compelled to yield to 
their Superiority. While a Priſoner in the Poſſeſſion of the Enemy, he ob- 
tained Permiſſion to return to his own Country ; but he continued engaged 
to re-deliver himſelf up to the Enemy upon due Notice being given to him. 
Upon his Arrival, he found himſelf precluded from the Preſence of his So- 
vereign, upon Pretence that an Inquiry was to take Place into his Conduct, 
and that it was unfit he ſhould appear at Court till the Event of that Inquiry 
was known. He demanded a Court-Martial ; but this was denied him, up- 
on a Repreſentation from the Heads of his Profeſſion, that it could not be 
held upon him while he continued a Priſoner. He complained loud!y of 
both theſe Meaſures, and joined himſe!f to a Party which acted upon a Plan 
of general Oppoſition to the Miniſters of their Sovereign, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Burgoyne was a Member of the Senate. There he attempted to take 
the lead upon many important Occaſions. It was obſervable, that his chief 
Complaints were of the perſonal Ill- treatment which he had received; and 
that he ſeemed to feel his own Wrong more ſenſibly than the Loſs of his 
Country. He received an official Order ſignilying to him, that it was the 
Pleaſure of his Sovereign that he ſhould return to America and join his cap- 
tive Army, who were ſuffering under Cruelty and Diſgrace. He thought fit 
to repreſent what he ſuppoſed the Severity of this Order, © Again he was com- 
manded; again he remonſtrated ; and at length finding the Matter firmly in- 
liſted upon, he reſigned all his Civil and Mi.itary Employments, reſerving 
only his Rank in the Service. He gave an Account of his Conduct to the 
Pablic in a Letter which he addreſſed to his Cooltituents, and inveighed wich 
bitter Acrimony againſt the Miniſters of his Royal Maſter. This Letter was 
received with a difference of Opinion, Some thought it a Pony Repre- 
entation 


- 
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ſentation of unneceſſary Severity; ſome conſidered it as a Juſtification of his 
Conduct; and there were not wanting ſome who pronounced it A Line, 
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I ſhall now, Sir, take my leave of you, with a very ſincere wiſh, that 
4 your retreat from the public Service may appeaſe the Malice of your Ene- 
(9 mies, and that your Retirement may be undiſturbed by Reproach, If your 
Conduct in this Country has been improper, let it be conſidered that it has 
| carried its Puniſhment along with it.—Your Conduct at Saratoga forms, in- 

" deed, too melanchoily an Epoch in our Hiſtory ever to be forgotten - but 
4 _ when Poſterity ſhall learn of your defeat, may they be told with how much 
| Bravery you fought—may your Merit go Hand in Hand with your Misfor- 


14 fune—and may the amiable Part of your Character live in the Memory of 
. your Country, long after your barmleſs Foibles, and unintentional Errors 
. ſhall be ſunk in Shade, and buried in Oblivion ! 


T have the Honour to be, SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


— 


